
 

 

 
SANDY WOMEN’S INSTITUTE 
2023 PROGRAMME 
Our meetings are held in Sandy Conservative Club at 10.00am on 
the third Tuesday of every month (except August).  New 
members are always very welcome!  We ask for a small fee of £4 
if anyone would like to attend as a visitor.  Our contact details 
are at the end of this programme. Please get in touch if you 
would like more information.   

 
 
17 January 
Peter Scrivener will be playing the clarinet and saxophone, with a 
selection of musical numbers such as Tonight from West Side Story, 
Born Free, As Time Goes By and Georgia.  Peter will also talk about 
his history with the Joe Loss Orchestra and working in a military band. 
 

21 February – ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
Nick Cooke will give us a talk entitled The Rise and Fall of the 
R101 Airship.  Nick’s talk will cover the period prior to the R101 
airship, his family’s involvement with the Royal Airship Works and 
Short Brothers, and some of the details of the airship.  The crash 
site in France is discussed, and also what remains of the Airship 
Works today. 

 
21 March 
Colin Hill will give us a talk entitled Dancing with Diana.  He will be 
talking about his time as a Close Protection Officer with the Royal 
Family. 
 

 
 
18 April 
We will not have a formal speaker but we will be having a Springtime 
theme. 
 
 
 

16 May 
Damien Odell’s talk is entitled Born to Inspire.  This is a brief look 
into the lives of four British women – Queen Elizabeth I, Octavia Hill, 
Odette Churchill and Margaret Thatcher, all from different eras but 
each one outstanding in her time.  Representing the epitomes of 
leadership, social reform and courage, they have all inspired 
Damien and he hopes they will inspire us! 
 

20 June 
Charles Garland will give us a talk about his experiences working as 
Assistant Producer to David Croft on Dad’s Army, including tales and 
anecdotes from behind the scenes. 
 
 
 



 

 

 
18 July 
Sue Mitchell will be giving a talk entitled Encounter with 
Raptors.  Sue will be talking about owls and other birds of 
prey.  She will bring along secure live birds so you can get up 
close and find out more about these wonderful animals. 
 
 

August 
We do not have a formal meeting in August but we will be organising 
a summer outing.  Details will be circulated nearer the time. 
 
 

19 September 
Mike Long will be taking us through A Day in the Life of a TV 
Licence Inspector.  His talk will explain how TV licensing 
works, including some facts and figures on evasion in the UK 
compared with other countries.  It also covers how 
enforcement is carried out together with anecdotes about 
encounters on the doorstep. Some of these anecdotes are 
amusing and some serious but show what life is like for 
enquiry officers. 

 
17 October 
Graham Harrison  
Arsenic – the Victorian Housewife’s Friend Arsenic pervaded almost 
every aspect of life in nineteenth century Britain, leaving a toll of 
illness, death and murder. Graham’s talk examines the everyday 
uses of arsenic in the home, in manufacturing, and in the realm of 
medicine. It looks at the tragedy of accidental poisonings and 
sinister application by those with malice aforethought. 
 
21 November 

 
Chris Bollig will be giving a light hearted but informative 
science presentation, which will include audience 
participation. 
 
 
 

19 December 
 For our Christmas meeting we will be providing our own 
entertainment and laying on some festive food and drink. 
 
 

LUNCH CLUBS 
In addition to our monthly meetings, we also organise lunch clubs on 
the first Thursday of the month.  This is a chance for us to get 
together in a convivial atmosphere in local restaurants in nearby 
towns and villages. 

 
For further details contact Ann Patterson on 01767 680644 or 07796 134159 

or e-mail sandywibeds@gmail.com 
 


